Subject:
Election Manifesto.



Election manifesto constitutes the bulk of  public policy  in a   democratic polity.  Credibility  of a manifesto  should  be assessed  not  by the rhetorics and  lofty promises  but by detailing  of the promises.  As quality of democracy depends  on the quality  of involvement of  the civil society in policy making  and  governance, the electorate needs  to be educated in this regard.  If the quality of processes that go into the  making of election manifesto is improved  and its contents are properly  articulated  in tangible terms, the quality of governance will improve significantly.

2.

The trend of the election manifestos shows that in the earlier days wooing of the electorates by the political parties was predominantly  ideology based. Gradually, there has  been a  broad  consensus  on  many policy issues based on the constitutional values, court rulings, international conventions and imperatives of economic and social development.  This trend has narrowed  down the  ideological difference and has  lead  to convergence  of  certain  common  policy imperatives like good governance, inclusive development, pragmatic approach for economic  and social development, etc.  However, differences still exist in  the objectives, approach and  the  means  of achieving  the objectives. 

3.

Of late, elections were fought  on development and good governance paradigms  and the political parties  in the states  as well as 
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in  the centre competed  on this plank.   Sometimes  such  promises  are tangible,   but  more often than not, these are  devoid  of  articulation. 

4.

Just  as  the private sector aggressively  competes  to woo  the  customers  by providing  customer-friendly  products  and services, political parties also now approach  the electorate with a  menu of promises. 

Manifesto Code 

5.

Unlike the private sector, proper and prior attention  to details is not paid by  the political parties in framing  the promises held out  in the election manifesto. There needs  to be a model  format  for articulation and  concretization of the contents for the understanding  of the electorates. An election manifesto can be possibly  enriched  and made  credible  by adding the following ingredients:-

(i)
Categorizing  the priorities.

(ii)
In case of ongoing activity, clarification  about   the  change in the direction, strategy and methods over  the  existing  practices and policies  of the government.

(iii)
Description of  the action plan/ strategy  to implement  the envisaged  programmes.

(iv)
Indication of the target dates for the progress of the activity and the  highlights of   expected  outcomes.

(v)
Statement of the likely expenditure and sources of  funding. 

(vi)
At the end  of the manifesto total cost should be worked  out  vis- a -vis the resources / additional resources to be mobilized.  

(vii) Description of  the action plan/ strategy  to implement  the envisaged  programmes.
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(viii)
Stating the areas of reforms in administration and  governance.

(ix) Explaining  the process and the  basis of evolving  the manifesto. Whether it evolved through grass root consultation?

6.

A practice  should  be  developed  to elicit  information  about the  government working  in terms  of facts and figures  six months  ahead  of scheduled elections.  The political parties can frame their questionnaires  using  the  plateform of Vidhan Sabha Secretariat they can meet  to moderate and converge the questions  into one set so that  the government  may furnish  detailed  facts  to enable  the parties  to frame their  election manifestos in more tangible and articulated manner. The Election Commission / Speakers of the House can take initiatives in institutionalizing  such a practice.

Campaign Protocols

7.  

It is also necessary that  we achieve consensus  on campaign protocols so that  public selling  of the  ideas and promises  is traded within  the frame work  of certain ethical protocols,  avoiding thereby the destructive  and  obnoxious  ways  which  are adopted at times.  Mudslinging is not a healthy process of democratic  consultation.  It  not only confuses  the electorate and vitiates  the entire  atmosphere,  but  also gets  sometimes  reflected  in  the debates of  the legislature.

